XXXIV. YeRuSHALM TAAnit 4:1 


[A] | ON THREE OCCASIONS IN THE YEAR PRIESTS RAISE UP THEIR HANDS [IN THE 
PRIESTLY BENEDICTION | FOUR TIMES A DAY! AT THE MORNING PRAYER, THE 
ADDITIONAL PRAYER, THE AFTERNOON PRAYER, AND THE CLOSING OF THE 
GATES; ON THE OCCASION OF FASTS, ON THE OCCASIONS OF [PRAYERS OF 
MEMBERS OF THE] DELEGATION [MA’AMAD ], AND ON THE Day oF 
ATONEMENT. 


1. I:1: On the basis of the statement of the Mishnah], you may infer three 
points. You may infer that they fast on the occasion of prayers of 
members of the delegation [M. 4:1C], that they pray four times [M. 
4:1B], and that they raise their hands not at night but only by day 
[since M. 4:1A speaks of day, not night]. 


a. 1:2: And why should a priest not raise his hands [in a priestly 
benediction] not on an occasion of prayer [as against M. 4:1B’s 
specification of the priestly benediction for times of prayer alone]? 
We can find a case of the Prayer without the raising of hands [in 
the priestly benediction], but we do not find the case of the raising 
of hands without [the recitation of] the Prayer. 


b. 1:3: It has been taught, “This represents the view of R. Meir.” [He 
holds that the priestly benediction is included in the afternoon 
prayer and also on a fast.] 


c. 1:4: Zeirah, R. Hiyya, R. Joshua b. Levi in the name of Bar 
Pedaiah: “On what account did the Scripture link the pericope of 
the Nazirite [Num. 6:1-21] to that of the raising of hands [in the 
priestly benediction, Num. 6:22-27]? “It was meant to teach you 
that just as the Nazir is prohibited to drink wine, so [for the priest 
who] raises his hands it is prohibited to drink wine.” 


d. 1:5: What is the scriptural basis for the raising of hands [the priestly 
benediction]? “Say to Aaron and his sons, “Thus you shall bless the 
people of Israel: you shall say to them’” (Num. 6:23). That passage 
indicates that it takes place in the morning. As to the additional 
services [including the priestly benediction]? Then Aaron lifted up 
his hands toward the people [and blessed them; and he came down 
from offering the sin offering and the burnt offering and the peace 
offerings (Lev. 9:22)].” This verse is out of order. Was it not 
necessary to say only, “And he came down from offering the sin 
offering, the burnt offering, and the peace offerings,” and then: 


